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1. EPF Award of Merits to David Hinchley.
David Hinchley is awarded EPF Award of Merits.
Hinchley has since 1996 been the EPF web master. He has developed an excellent lay out of the EPF page and made all the updates timely throughout all these years.
David Hinchley wants to be relieved from this duty and the EPF EC is working with a company to build up a new web page. This new page will be launched this year.

The EPF EC has made a special award of thanks to David which was handed over to him by the EPF vice president, Ralph Farquharson, in October.
David Hinchley has by his long time of service done an important contribution to the EPF management.
2. Western European Championships. 
This championship was organized in Sandnes, Norway with lifters from 8 nations. Most of the organizing people were the same persons organizing the Open Worlds in Stavanger 2006.  Stavanger is a city situated close to Sandnes. The organization was excellent in a big sport hall and the computer system – a Norwegian system – was working perfect. Big screens on each side of the platform presented both the protocol and detailed information of each lifter in action.

Well done by the local organizer and the Norwegian Powerlifting Federation.


Sorry that only about 40 lifters from 8 nations took part. This excellent prepared venue could have expedited the double amount of lifters in the 2 competition days.

But all taking part enjoyed the good atmosphere and 22 new WEC records were broken. The highlight of the competition was a new Open World Bench Press record set by Hildeborg Hugdal from Norway with a final lift of 200 kilo in the category 90+.

Doping tested lifters:
	Name
	Nation
	Cat.
	Reason

	Gibson, Marian
	GBR
	67,5
	Winner

	Hugdal, Hildeborg
	NOR
	+90
	World rec.

	Johansson, Emil
	SWE
	82,5
	Winner

	Omland, Tor Herman
	NOR
	110
	Winner

	Thompson, Andrew
	GBR
	+125
	Winner


All samples are reported negative by the laboratory in Cologne.
3. Award of Merits to Vidar Tangen from Norway.
The Norwegian PF has awarded Vidar Tangen the EPF Award of Merits in Gold.  
The EPF award of merits consists of a medal and a diploma and all national federations may order such medals and diploma from EPF. The awards can be ordered in bonze, silver and gold  based on how many years the receiver has contributed to the sport at national level.

Vidar Tangen from Norway is the first person that receives the gold medal and he has served the sport at national level for more than 30 years. He is also an international cat. 1 referee.

4. IPF Hall of Fame
Arnulf Wahlstrom from Norway was awarded IPF Hall of Fame at the IPF Congress in New Delhi.

He has served international powerlifting since 1983 when he first time was elected into the IPF EC board.

Wahlstrom has been an international cat. referee since 1980.

Also Priscilla Ribic from USAPF was awarded IPF Hall of Fame for her outstanding contribution as active lifter.

5. European Bench Press for Masters.
This championship was very well organized in La Louviere in Belgium. Myriam Busselot and her staff did an excellent work to stage a championship of high quality.
Following lifters were tested:

	First name
	Last name
	Nation
	W. class

	Speth
	Eva
	GER
	+90 M2

	Roye
	Rolf
	GER
	100 M3

	Schade
	Norbert
	GER
	+125 M3

	Randmae
	Raul
	EST
	+125 M3

	Herbin
	Evelyne
	FRA
	67,5 M2

	Shaeffer Williams
	Joanne
	NET
	+90 M1

	Mingot
	Sylvie
	FRA
	52 M1

	Cucuzzella
	Alphonse
	FRA
	75 M1

	Jahnke
	Fred
	GER
	125 M2

	Rodriquez
	Francisco
	SPA
	67,5 M1

	Witt
	Birgit
	GER
	90 M1

	Czerna
	Janos
	HUN
	125 M1

	Jaldefors
	Mikael
	SWE
	110 M1

	Minelle
	Jean Yves
	FRA
	125 M1

	Paulyuk
	Ivan
	UKR
	100 M1

	Svec
	Imrich
	SLO
	100 M1

	Semskij
	Klaus
	GER
	110 M1

	Synstad
	Bjarne
	NOR
	82,5 M2


6. Greetings from the President.
The Open Worlds were successfully organized in New Delhi in India 2-7 November. 

The championship was a great success for European lifters as they collected 17 out of 19 gold medals. And the Russian lifters won the team awards both for Men and Women.
India is a country of big contrasts between wealth and poverty. New Delhi is very over-populated and the majority of the inhabitants face a hard life to survive. I was told the main problem for India is the three P’s (PPP) meaning;

Population (to control the population increase), Pollution (to fight the pollution)  and Politics (unstable political situation). 
The organizer, headed by Subrata Dutta, made an imposing organization and no efforts were too big for him to meet various requirements. As Mr. Dutta is now 70 years old – this Open Worlds was probably his last big international organization out of hosting a large number of World and Asian Championships. Dutta has really made an outstanding work for international powerlifting since I meet him first time at the Open Worlds in Gothenburg in 1983. He was then an international referee but had no appropriate blazer so I lent him my blazer so he could officiate as a referee. He remains me of this helping hand every time we meet. Subrata Dutta is a big organizer with a warm heart for powerlifting and a nice person in all respect. 
This issue of the EPF Info is the last one published in the magazine “The International Powerlifter”. The editor of this magazine, Dennis Unit, wants to step down after a long, dedicated and excellent work with this magazine as well as the magazines “International Powerlifter” and “British Powerlifter”. The work to write and issue the magazines has been more or less a one man work and it is impressive how he has managed to fill the magazines with pictures, articles, interviews, results etc. Normally, issuing such good quality magazines need a high number of journalists. 
A big thank you to Dennis Unitt for his untiring, unselfish and excellent work as editor to promote powerlifting worldwide for the last 3 or more decades! 
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Arnulf Wahlstrom (no. 2 from left) received the IPF Hall of Fame award at the Open World’s Banquet in New Delhi by the IPF Vice President, Larry Maile (no. 1 from left). Former IPF Hall of Fame members present were Gaston Parage (no 3 from left), Subrata Dutta, Inger Blikra and John Stephenson.
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The entrance to hotel Fortune in which the Open Worlds were organized and most of the participants stayed.
/ Arnulf Wahlstrom
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