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1) General Information.
After Heiner’s resignation, EPF do not have a General Secretary working full time any more and the daily work in EPF is now delegated to more persons. New officials have been appointed. This includes a new General Secretary, a new Competition Secretary and a Doping Control Officer. 

To address the right person, please study below their working duties of the appointed officers and also note the reduced area of responsibility for the General Secretary. 


2) New EPF Competition Secretary appointed.
Jiri Hofirek from Czech Rep. is appointed EPF Competition Secretary. His duty will be to administrate invitations, nominations and give organization support in connection with European championships and cups.
From now on please contact directly Jiri of matters listed above including nominations to all European championships. 


3) New EPF General Secretary appointed.
Ralph Farquharson from GB  s appointed new Gen. Secretary. He will take on this function in addition to his Treasure function. As the EPF has appointed a new Competition Secretary and a new Doping Control Officer, the workload for the General Secretary will be considerably reduced compared to the previous general secretary work. Farquharson will, besides all account duties as Treasurer, take care of the EPF Info, Congress papers, new member applicants and some official EPF correspondences.


4) New EPF Doping Control Officer appointed.
To arrange for doping controls and analyzing of doping sample, Arnulf Wahlstrom has taken on the duty as Doping Control Officer temporary besides his EPF presidency work. Evaluation and publication of positive doping samples are still the duty of the Disciplinary Committee headed by Pavol Müller.


5)  EPF Info.
An agreement with Dennis Unitt is made to include the EPF Info into his magazine “International Powerlifter”. This magazine is distributed bimonthly meaning 6 issues a year and sent to all EPF member nations (full members) and to EPF officials. Besides, the EPF Info will be posted at the EPF web as before.

6) Euro Games 2004.

EPF has agreed to take on the patronage of the Euro Games 2004 organized in Munich, Germany. This is a big event for gay and lesbian people in Europe, and Bench Press is one of the 27 different sport disciplines included in the Games.

IPF rules will be followed and doping controls carried out. No suspended lifter from any powerlifting organization will be allowed to take part. EPF will not be responsible of the technical part of the competition but Detlev Albings (EPF Appeal com. chairman) will be present as EPF observer. This patronage of EPF secure that lifters from any of the EPF European member nations can take part without risking any sanction from EPF or IPF. More information can be found at internet:  www.eurogames.info


7) Report from the European Benchpress Championships in Lvov.

Pavol Müller was the representative from EPF and he was assisted by Gaston Parage from IPF.   Sergey Minchenko from Ukraine helped out with the referee and jury.  Müller reports that the organization by the Ukraine federation was very well carried out.  The opening ceremony and the closing ceremony were nice and the venue was excellent.  It was also a good atmosphere with a lot of spectators throughout the competition. Official press conferences were organized and two TV stations covered the championships. A great honor to the Ukraine federation for a very well organized championships. However, some nations had problems to arrange for traveling to Lvev and that caused some reduction in the number of lifters taking part. Sorry for the lifters and sorry also for the organizer that has prepared everything out from the number of lifters nominated.

8) Results from the doping control at the Open European Championships in Bulgaria.

The doping samples were analyzed at the Moscow laboratory and the following 14 lifters were tested and tested negative: Stanaszek (POL), Pavlov (RUS), Fedosienko (RUS), J. Olech (POL), Kvist (FIN), Naleykin and D. Solovyov (UKR, Theuser (CZK), Barkhatov (RUS), O. Solovyov (UKR), Suslov (RUS), Clive (GB), Staerkjaer (DEN) and Sandvik (FIN).
9) Results from the doping control at the Master European Championships in Hungary.

The doping samples were analyzed at the Cologn laboratory in Germany and the following lifters tested positive and are suspended from all lifting in 2 years: Larysa Ivanova (UKR) and Georgy Govallo (UKR). The doping fine to be paid by Ukranie is totally € 900. Following lifters tested negative:  Nicole Richou (FRA), Aly Keizer (NET), Rosmarie Beer (AUS), Franco Giummarra (ITA).

10) Results from the doping control at the European Masters Benchpress Championships in Serbia Montenegro.
The doping samples were analyzed at the Aker laboratory in Norway and the the following lifters tested  negative: Merja Myntinnen (FIN), Björge Eriksson (SWE), Pekka Kihlström (SWE), Bill McFaden (GB), Taisto Paananen (FIN), Tuomo Löllö (FIN), Vladimir Volkov (RUS) and Piotr Pawlik (POL).

11) Results from the doping control at the European Junior Championships in Czech Republic.

15 tests were carried out and all were negative. The samples were analyzed in the Prague laboratory and the following lifters were tested: Vitaliy Papazov (UKR), Alexandr Klyushev (RUS), Yevgen Yarymbash (UKR), Raviul Kazakov (RUS), Alexandr Zolov (RUS), Alexandr Gromov (RUS), Dmitriy Dvornikov (RUS), Ivan Freydun (UKR), Roman Voroshilin (UKR), Igor Medvedev (RUS), Irina Poletaeva (RUS), Valentina Vermenyuk (RUS), Valeria Chtchglova (RUS), Ioulia Zaugolova (RUS) and Ebgenia Mazailova, (RUS)

12) Report from the European Masters Benchpress  in Vrsac / Serbia – Montenegro 20.8. – 23.8.03.

By Dietmar Wolf.

It was for the first time that the Powerlifting Federation of Serbia – Montenegro had organized an international championship. General Secretary Radovan Gavrilov and his helpers from the local Powerliftuing Club were responsible for organizing this championship. The championship was very well organized, especially the venue and warm - up area. From the technical side we had only small problems under all competition days and as an excuse the organizer it can be noted that he did not get enough information in advance. The biggest problem for me was to organize the referee duties for each day. It was only a small number of referees present at this championship in relation to the number of lifters. Here I will say thanks to referees who are working hard every day, and a special thanks to Toni Speth from Germany, who help and support me to organize the referee duties. 

Marianne Tjørnhom  - Norway, from ADN (Anti Doping Norway Agency) was responsible to instruct and supervise the doping controls in Vrsac. We had 8 doping tests, which were carried out immediately after the competition. To use AND, we could guarantee that we have a high standard of the doping control procedure according to IOC requirements. Next year the Powerlifting Federation of Serbia – Montenegro will be the organizer of the “Open European Benchpress Championships”. My opinion is that this championship will be very well organized.

By Arnulf Wahlstrom
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